Ride into the Future
A new University of Illinois System shuttle service, called UI Ride, started serving U of I
students, faculty, and staff on October 31.
The service features three daily round trips, Monday through Friday, going to two stops
on the Urbana campus and two on the UIC campus, plus one at the Discovery Partners
Institute in Chicago led by the U of I System. The 18-seat buses feature amenities like
onboard Wi-Fi, a restroom, a changing room, a small work table for on-the-go meetings,
a mini-refrigerator, a sink, and are wheelchair accessible.
“UI Ride is a tremendous resource for the university community,” said Dr. Mohamed
Attalla, executive director of F&S. “We expect riders to have a positive experience
through every step of the process.”
The onboard Wi-Fi comes thanks to a collaboration between Technology Services and
F&S’ Information Technology Services department, which fit the custom-made system
into the buses.
Director of Shared Administrative Services Curt Taylor said, “The bus service enhances
productivity by providing direct connectivity to IllinoisNet and access to a collaboration
table.”
Pete Varney, associate director of Operations, Maintenance & Alterations, Transportation
& Automotive Services, said another benefit of UI Ride is to reduce Car Pool vehicles on
the interstate going back and forth between the Urbana and Chicago campuses.
“The buses are state-of-the-art and can help make each customer more efficient with
their visit to the other campus,” said Varney.
Trips begin each weekday at 5:30 a.m. and arrive as late as 7:30 p.m., allowing customers
to attend morning meetings, but still get back home at a reasonable hour, while
providing more working opportunities on the bus. Reservations require a university
NetID. Tickets cost $40 one way and can be booked at uiride.uillinois.edu.
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At the formal UI Ride launch
event, held outside of Levis
Faculty Center on October
3, U of I System and Urbana
campus administrators
welcomed guests. Speakers
included Timothy L. Killeen,
president; Karen Greenwalt,
director of operations
for the office of the chief
financial officer; and Susan
Martinis, vice chancellor for research. All attendees were able
to tour the bus. A similar launch event was held on the UIC
campus on October 9.
Killeen spoke about the importance of enhanced safety,
sustainability, brand visibility, and time management, thanks
to the new shuttle service.
“The gift of time is invaluable to riders,” said Killeen. “UI Ride
can also help market the impact of our university – it’s a
moving billboard. People will notice this.”

“It’s a moving
billboard. People
will notice this.”
~ Timothy L. Killeen, president

SHUTTLE STOPS
CHICAGO
UI Health (UIC West Campus)
UIC Behavioral Science Building (UIC
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Illini Center (Discovery Partners Institute)
URBANA
North Campus Parking Deck – Lot B4
(Urbana)
Levis Faculty Center (Urbana)
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